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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to hold 
City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, 
December 9, 2020, opening at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Clarke added two items to the agenda  10E. MERS Defined Contribution Addendum and 10F. 
Temporary Rules Regarding the Open Meetings Act (to continue virtual meetings). 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the City Council Agenda for December 
9, 2020, as amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. November 11, 2020 Organizational meeting minutes and November 11,2020 Regular 
Meeting minutes 

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12153-12156, DD4064-4088, EFT1500-1505; 
and A/P check #’s 51192-51231, EFT 2294-2312; ACH 2313-2316; TOTALING: 
$259,355.31. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for November 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Patrick Runk thanked Barry Beard for being Santa and riding around the cold city last Sunday.  He 
expressed his appreciation for everyone coming out and seeing Santa in a different environment.  He 
thanked Chief Bassett for allowing them to get a  police escort. The Holiday Tree Lighting ceremony 
took place Sunday and was well attended.  Social distancing rings were setup.  He thanked everyone 
for attending.  He shared the committee joined forces with Chief Bassett and Councilmember Salemi 
working with a charity supporting foster children.  It sounds like there has been a great response from 
the community.  He thanked the community for supporting the Parks and Rec.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were 56 guests.   
       C1-003-20 
Aron Lorenz thanked the many supports he had over the 16 years on City Council.  He thanked 
Martin, Dryden, and the other employees of the city. They do a great job for the city and help make 
Sylvan Lake the special place it is.  Many great accomplishments were had.  Lorenz congratulated 
Clarke being appointed Mayor and Segal as Mayor Pro Tem; and congratulated Segal and Cowper for 
winning the election.  He shared some disturbing information he heard last week.  He noted the 
SPAR mantra of transparency.  Now he heard Segal requested an executive session with Council 
members and the City Manager to discuss Planning Commission nominations; a meeting closed to 
the public.  Her fellow running mate agreed with the idea.  This request lacked transparency and is a 
violation of the open meetings act.  He requested an explanation and should the residents of Sylvan 
Lake be concerned with transparency for the next four years. 
       O-010-20 
Max Elkins shared he is new to the city.  He moved just before the election and congratulated those 
on winning.  He has spoken with business owners and Sylvan Lake adopting legal marijuana 
facilities.  He expressed his support for this.  He heard the Pontiac dispensary is being delayed.  He 
mentioned Berkley as well.  He feels it will be a good source of tax money and they could state they 
have to hire local to help bring some jobs.  He feels marijuana is going to be legal everywhere  and 
being ahead of the curve would be a good thing.   
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Matin hopes everybody had a wonderful Thanksgiving even though it is different currently.   
 
Leaf collection started well, then got behind quickly because of the nice weather and everybody 
raking at once.  Overall they did a great job.  In fact, he felt it was the best season with them.  A lot of 
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that has to do with the weather continuing to cooperate, but it also had to do with them getting a 
second truck and vacuum to catch up.  They did a great job.  Everything that was out was collected 
before it snowed a week or so ago.  But they came back today and cleaned up what was put out after 
the snow.  An Overall great job. 
 
Planning Commission  met last week to discuss three potential ordinance amendment.  There was no 
Master Plan discussion.  The Planning Commission will not be meeting in January, so we will 
continue the Master Plan and ordinance amendments in February.  The amendments are regarding 
signs, allowing indoor vehicle storage in the limited industrial zoning district, and changing zoning 
violations from a misdemeanor to civil infractions.  They will all come to City Council for final 
approval with a recommendation from Planning Commission in February or March. 
        P1-009-20 
Martin asked Chief Bassett if he would you like to talk about the toy drive.  Chief Bassett shared his 
wife came up with this idea.  He connected with Parks and Rec and Councilmember Salemi.  It has 
been really more than he could have hoped for.  Sylvan Lake stepped it up more than he could ever 
expect.  Tomorrow is the last day and then they deliver it all to the Orchard Family Services.    They 
are a great organization.  It is a great place to help out and get involved with.  They help out young 
people, at all various critical stages in their life. They are getting support for them. 
 
Martin continued, COVID continues to tighten its grip on our livelihood, our family gatherings, the 
world, and activities.  Unfortunately Parks and Rec had to cancel the cookie exchange but adapted 
and had Santa driving through the City waving and talking.  They continued with the 2nd annual Tree 
Lighting at the Community Center but toned down a little bit without any goodies or indoor activities.  
Martin shared, in December he would have already played in 5 or 6 concerts and sung numerous 
times.  This year there will be only one small outdoor concert, and that was this past weekend.  He 
wished the very best for all during the coming months.   
 
Once again, COVID is weighing heavily on friends and family as we decide what to do with coming 
holiday gatherings.  As mentioned in the past, it has been creating a very angry and divisive 
atmosphere for months.  With cold weather and being in the midst of holidays and their traditions, the 
lack of contact, interaction, and entertaining activities exacerbate those feelings.  But stay positive. 
Things will get better.  As Brian mentioned, there are a lot of generous people and positive attitude, 
and we need that.  Attitude is a choice.  On a somewhat brighter note, the annual Holiday Light 
Judging will be this Saturday evening, so make sure your displays are out in all their glory!  There are 
a ton of beautiful light displays in the City this year that will make it very difficult for the judges once 
again.   
 
He hopes and prays for a much better 2021.   Martin wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year.    
 
 
Mayor Clarke stated he saw in the chat someone said there were 5 hands raised that didn’t get a 
chance to speak.  Dryden stated there was one hand after Martin started speaking but it is not raised 
anymore.  Martin confirmed he didn’t see 5 hands raised either.  Mayor Clarke asked anyone wanting 
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to speak to do it now.   
       O-011-20 
Zac Shifman confirmed he hand his hand raised.  He knows a bunch of people doing dispensaries in 
different cities.  He feels it will bring a lot of revenue to Sylvan Lake.  There are a lot of vacant 
commercial buildings on Orchard Lake Road.  This could really help. 
 
Mayor Clarke asked if the other 4 who may have missed speaking wanted to talk now is the time.  He 
thanked Meg Morley for her chat comment that council is really good at letting everyone speak.  He 
gave it another minute, but no other hands were raised.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi welcomed everyone and hoped everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  He hoped everyone was 
able to enjoy family and friends even with all the restrictions going on.  He also mentioned Orchard 
Family Services is a great charity.  Please donate if you can.  Salemi recognized Parks & Rec for the 
Santa drive by.  Parks and Rec have come up with some good events during this pandemic for 
everyone to enjoy safely.  Thank you for the events throughout the year.  Salemi mentioned Mr. 
Krause’s comments from the last meeting which he didn’t get to respond to where he urged everyone 
to set aside their bias and perception of the industry and see it for an incredible opportunity for 
Sylvan Lake to obtain growth  and additional revenue.  His understanding is that this may have been 
misunderstood.  He was encouraging everyone to fully agree and not be a hermit.  This is far from his 
intent. He urged everyone to set aside their perceptions and do as much research as possible.  He has 
done quiet a bit and so have others.  He suggested if there is some research in direct disparity to the 
research he has or did to send it to him.  His email is on the city website.  He will be happy to discuss 
it. Salemi wished everyone Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy Holidays.   
        
Zubrzycki thanked Chief Bassett for his work with the toy drive. He thanked everyone for coming out 
to the tree lighting and Martin for his vocals.  He shared Sylvan Lake had their first Turkey Trot  
which took place on Thanksgiving morning.  There were 25-30 participants.  He thanked the Parks 
and Rec for putting out the way markers.  He told everyone to enjoy the upcoming holidays and to 
stay healthy and safe. 
 
Cowper thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  They want to hear their voice and what their 
concerns are.  He echoed thanks to the Chief for the toy drive, Parks & Rec for the Turkey Trot.  He 
wished everyone happy holidays. 
       C1-004-20 
Segal stated other council members already shared the many good things that have happened in the 
city.  She added a thank you to Midge Davidson for initiating or coordinating Thanksgiving dinner 
for the residents of Haven and had overwhelming community support.  Kelly Krause organized the 
secret Santa gift exchange for women. There were 70 participants.  She thanked the Parks and Rec for 
the tree lighting and Martin for singing. She hopes everyone will continue to support each other and  
the local merchants.  Segal addressed Lorenz’ comments on why a closed session meeting was asked 
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about.  She thanked him for his concern.  There were 14 applications, and she was looking for a fair 
way to discuss the best candidates for appointment to Planning Commission.  It seemed the most 
responsible way to have a discussion.  It would seem awkward to have 14 resumes discussed in open 
forum.  It wasn’t done out of malice.  It just seem an invasion of privacy. 
 
Clarke echoed everyone’s comments.  The tree lighting with social distancing was great.  Along with 
caroling.  It felt like a community again.  He also felt the leaf collection was better this year.  Clarke 
admitted he was a little nervous extending the contract without having GFL present to talk.  Parks 
and Rec has been doing excellent job in keeping everyone involved.  They had the Tree lighting, the 
turkey trot, and the Santa drive by.  His family had Christmas music playing and that will be a great 
memory.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        

A.  Appointments to Parks & Rec Committee A2-009-20 
             
Mayor Clarke appointed the current members, Patrick Runk, Terri Etter, Patty Harrop, Danica 
Cousens, and Karen Berkfield and added Jon Farms to the Parks & Rec Committee for 2021.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to confirm Mayor Clarke’s appointment of Patrick 
Runk, Terri Etter, patty Harrop, Danica Cousens, Karen Berkfield and Jon Farms to the Parks & Rec 
Committee for 2021.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
B.  Appointments to Boat Dock Committee A1-010-20 
 
Mayor Clarke appointed the current members, Patty Harrop, Ed Robbins,  Pete Shelters, Debbie 
Booth and added Jennifer Becker to the Boat Dock Committee for 2021.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to confirm Mayor Clarke’s appointment of Patty 
Harrop, Ed Robbins, Pete Shelters, Debbie Booth and added Jennifer Becker to the Boat Dock 
Committee for 2021.  
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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C.  Appointments to Planning Commission 
 
Mayor Clarke explained he was all ready to make this appointment but then found out a candidate he 
was appointing took a new job and won’t be able to do the Planning Commission meetings.  Mayor 
Clarke suspended the appointments to next month to review candidates.  
 
 
D.  Banking Institutions for 2021  F-008-20 

 
Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the list of banking institutions for 2021 as 
submitted.   
 
Yes:  All 
No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

 MERS Defined Contribution Addendum  R1-001-20 
 

Martin explained this is just a formality.  MERS is Michigan Employees Retirement System, and they 
need to update their records on how we define our DC Defined Contribution plan. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Cowper, to approve the MERS Defined Contribution Addendum 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
E. Temporary Rules Regarding the Open Meetings Act (to continue virtual meetings)  C1-005-20 

 
Attorney Schultz explained something needs to be done before the end of year on how city meetings 
are held.  He apologized for the lateness of the document.  He forgot this was Sylvan Lake’s last 
meeting for the year.  He explained after December 31, 2020 there are only three instances to 
remotely attend meetings – military service, medical condition, or declared state of emergency.  If 
there is no extension of the date in the Open Meetings Act by the State, and no declaration of a local 
state of emergency by the County, then Sylvan will need to set rules, which he provided, to satisfy to 
allow remote participation under the OMA.   
 
Zubrzycki asked if they needed to adopt these rules tonight.  Schultz confirmed they do since they 
won’t have another meeting until January.  He pointed out how some things/rules will be different – 
how a meeting starts.  Each board member will need to identify themselves and state where they are, 
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city and state.  Zubrzycki asked what happens if they don’t adopt them.  Schultz informed them they 
would be in violation of the OMA.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Kerri Grubner asked if the chat comments are saved and recorded in the minutes.  Martin stated they 
are not.  Dryden added they are not part of the video.   
 
Graham Cousens offered he is happy to be on Planning Commission and happy to continue.  He 
looks forward to being reappointed.   
 
Mayor Clarke reminded everyone their comments should be for this topic only. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the Temporary Open Meetings Act Procedures 
as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom, and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
Martin reported he is working on getting bids for the seawall and will bring to Council when he 
has them. 
 

  
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


